
Notes to ASG 7

Fast Track Procedure 

for exchange of Electronic Track Data in Collision Cases 

(“the Fast Track Procedure”)
Applicability
The effect of this provision means the parties can include paragraph G of the ASG Collision Jurisdiction Agreement, when concluding the jurisdiction agreement (which may occur at an early stage), knowing that the Fast Track Procedure will only in fact be applicable if it subsequently transpires that both parties have Electronic Track Data in their power, possession or control. The definition of Electronic Track Data mirrors the meaning given to that phrase in the Practice Notes to Practice Direction 61 of the Civil Procedure Rules which (as at the time of production of these notes) is yet to come into force.
Procedure
1. The Fast Track Procedure seeks to strike a balance between encouraging an early exchange of Electronic Track Data with a view to promoting early settlements and ensuring that the parties are not put to disproportionate expense in so doing. 
2. The Fast Track Procedure also seeks to protect the importance in admiralty proceedings of the Collision Statements of Case and ensure this cannot be pleaded with the benefit of the other party’s Electronic Track Data. 
3. It is envisaged that settlement discussions will take place after exchange of Electronic Track Data. If such discussions do not result in a settlement, then (per paragraph 4) the Fast Track Procedure requires the parties to seek to agree a plot of the collision and (subject to it involving proportionate expense) a transcript of all relevant audio files. These are the documents that the Admiralty Judge will expect to see should the matter go to trial, and it is envisaged that the agreement of these documents should result in a narrowing of the factual issues which, in turn, ought to result in a reduction in the costs of going to trial. 
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